
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 110th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H837 

Vol. 153 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2007 No. 13 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SHULER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 23, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HEATH 
SHULER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) for 5 minutes. 

f 

DELEGATE VOTING 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
what if I were to tell you that non- 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives were about to be given a vote 
right here in the House? You would say 
no, can’t happen, right? Well, hold on, 
because it’s about to happen and it’s 
about to happen this week. 

This week is a remarkable week; it 
should be a time of great anticipation, 
the State of the Union, we’ve got in-
credible and remarkable challenges 
that face our Nation. But at home, 
when I go home, people are kind of 

wondering out loud, what’s going on up 
there in Washington? There is skep-
ticism about the Six for ’06, you know, 
the things that the Democrat majority 
adopted in their vaunted first 100 
hours, albeit under an unfair process 
and with no input from either their 
new Members or the minority. Really a 
clear abuse of power. But the expla-
nation was, well, we ran on these 
issues, everyone knew they were com-
ing, they endorsed them in the elec-
tion. 

Now, regardless of the truthfulness of 
that statement, most folks just kind of 
shake their head, and most in the press 
have given the Democrats the benefit 
of the doubt, and that’s all right. There 
is a basic sense of, you know, it’s tough 
to believe that they would violate so 
many principles coming right out of 
the chute. 

And then yesterday we had a suspen-
sion bill; that is a bill that is brought 
to the floor of the House that requires 
a supermajority, two-thirds, in order to 
pass. And by tradition, it is brought to 
the floor because it has got an over-
whelming amount of support, with the 
full knowledge of both the majority 
and the minority. And yesterday, a bill 
that virtually everyone here supports, 
removing Federal pensions from Mem-
bers of Congress who are convicted of a 
felony, was brought to the floor and 
amended or changed twice within a few 
minutes before even reaching the floor. 
Now this is fairly esoteric stuff; how-
ever, it is important because it dem-
onstrates the unfair process, the abuse 
of the rules and the abuse of power. 

And now we have another in what 
seems to be this daily event of power- 
hungry Democrat majorities to give 
non-Members of the House a vote on 
this floor. It is a move that they tried 
the last time they were in control, a 
move that generated some interesting 
headlines—‘‘Have the Democrats No 
Shame?’’ ‘‘The Democrats’ Greedy 
Power Grab,’’ ‘‘Power Grab in the 

House.’’ And these are from the New 
York Times and the Chicago Tribune 
and the Washington Post, not this 
year, but in 1992. 

Now the issue is whether or not to 
allow non-Members of the House of 
Representatives, specifically the Resi-
dent Commissioner from Puerto Rico, 
and the Delegates from Guam, the Vir-
gin Islands, the District of Columbia 
and American Samoa the privilege to 
vote during the Committee of the 
Whole on this floor of the House. Mr. 
Speaker, this is outrageous; it is an in-
credible, phenomenal move in both 
process and in substance. 

Once again, now becoming the rou-
tine, this bill, scheduled to come to the 
floor of the House tomorrow, has had 
no committee hearing, no debate, no 
opportunity to amend, no democracy. I 
assure you, this is not the kind of 
change that the American people voted 
for last November. 

The Constitution states that the 
House shall be composed of, quote, 
‘‘Members chosen by the people of the 
several States,’’ not Delegates rep-
resenting non-State territories. It is an 
unconstitutional power grab, a plan 
that runs roughshod over the constitu-
tional principle of one person, one vote. 
One of these territories has 57,000 resi-
dents, compared to the 650,000 in my 
district. These individuals could vote 
to raise your taxes, Mr. Speaker, with-
out paying taxes themselves. 

Clearly the plot by the Democrats is 
to slip this through during the week of 
the State of the Union when they think 
no one is paying attention. This is an 
unconscionable action, it is a violation 
of trust and a clear abuse of power. 

Under the Democrat plot and logic, 
they could seat and allow anyone that 
the majority desires in the House. 
Who’s next, Mr. Speaker? Howard 
Dean? Does he get a vote in the House? 

The American people are disgusted 
with this level of arrogance and abuse 
of power. 
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